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 FRANCISCO Negrón, NSBA CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER 
Things are changing in Washington DC.  From the November elections to new 

appointments on the U.S. Supreme Court, we can expect the next couple of years to 
be interesting times in the nation’s capital.  What does this mean for public 
education?  This session will explore what to expect from federal education policy 

makers.  It will provide an update on federal legal issues.  It will also look at how the 
Supreme Court has changed and what we might expect from the Court when 

addressing issues related to public education.  Several recent decisions of the Court 
have started to define where the new Court might go.  The National School Board 
Association’s Chief Legal Officer will provide an update on current developments in 

the law and how NSBA is approaching its advocacy in the federal courts.  NSBA files 
more amicus briefs in the federal courts than all other education associations 
combined.  Their brief was referenced in the recent US Census case regarding the 

citizenship question. 

 ROBERT WISE, FORMER WEST VIRGINIA GOVERNOR 
Bob Wise has spent his career advancing education opportunities for our nation’s 
students. He recently completed 14 years as president of the Alliance for Excellent 

Education, a Washington, DC–based national nonprofit that has become a national 
leader in advocating the policies and practices necessary for secondary school 
students to be ready for postsecondary education and careers. After serving twenty-

four years as governor, member of the U.S. House of Representatives, and state 
legislator, Gov. Wise has become a prominent speaker and advisor on education 

issues and trends. He has advised the U.S. Department of Education, White House, 
and key state and federal policymakers. As governor and U.S. congressman, he 
focused on improving financial aid for college and early childhood development. 

Gov. Wise authored Raising the Grade: How High School Reform Can Save Our Youth 
and Our Nation. He will address contemporary issues in education policy and 

leadership, providing a perspective of future trends in education policy. 

 DEAN RAY REUTZEL, UW COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
 DEAN KLINT ALEXANDER, UW COLLEGE OF LAW 
 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
Breakout sessions will cover a variety of topics in education law, policy, and 
leadership.  Education attorneys will provide updates on legal issues of importance in 

Wyoming.  Other sessions will address policy and leadership issues from experts in 
various areas.  The final day will also have a case study and mock trial to explore 

how to deal with difficult education issues. 


