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OPENING GENERAL SESSION – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
DEVIN HUGHES – THE HAPPINESS ADVANTAGE 
As a Senior Consultant with International Thought Leader Network, Devin is a 

sought-after speaker and author. He is an avid storyteller who has the unique ability 

to connect with audiences by inspiring them to be the change they wish to see in the 

world. He draws on a variety of ideas, disciplines, and experiences to inspire “Big 

Thoughts” and facilitate conversations for positive change. Devin is currently a 

Senior Consultant with International Thought Leader Network. He has been 

consulting, training, and writing about personal development, organizational change and the science of 

happiness for the last decade. He has been at the forefront of leading culture change, developing simplified 

tools for innovation, strategy planning, and aligning communications strategies for maximum results. This 

session will explore how a positive culture can make a difference for students and schools. Participants 

will come away with the practical, applicable, actionable tactics and strategies for acting on their 

inspiration and motivation. 

 

HEATHER T. FORBES – THIS IS YOUR BRAIN ON TRAUMA 
Heather is the owner of the Beyond Consequences Institute and author of numerous 

books on the topic of working with children impacted by trauma. Coming from a family 

of educators, Heather has a passion for helping children in the classroom. Working with 

challenging children takes a whole new approach than what we’ve been traditionally 

taught. Heather travels around the world working to educate and support professionals 

and parents raising children with traumatic histories. Her signature style is to bridge the 

gap between scientific research and real-life application to equip parents, educators, and 

therapists with practical and effective tools. This session will examine how trauma robs 

children of their curiosity and how to help them return back to their innate love for learning. 

 

CLOSING GENERAL SESSION – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Tracy Copenhaver & Scott Kolpitcke – 
Legal Update 
Tracy is the senior partner in Copenhaver, Kath, Kitchen & 

Kolpitcke, LLC. He graduated from the University of Wyoming 

Law School in 1982. Scott, a 1996 graduate of the University of 

Wyoming Law School, joined the firm in 1998. Both attorneys 

represent numerous school districts and are experts on education law.  Tracy also does insurance defense 

work for all liability claims, giving him additional insight into school district liability issues. Tracy and 

Scott have presented numerous times on employment law, school law, government ethics, public records 

and meetings, student rights, new legislation, and school district liability. Their annual legal update is 

among the highlights of the annual conference, providing insight for board members and administrators 

alike. Understanding the legal environment in which school operate helps leaders make good decisions. 
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